In 1981, the Bernice P. Bishop Museum (BPBM), Honolulu, conducted an expedition to Enewetak Atoll to study marine vertebrates and invertebrates. During this survey, the gastrointestinal tract (specific location not noted) of a thorny back stingray, Urogymnus asperrimus (Bloch and Schneider), was found to contain 8 specimens of a previously undescribed tetraphyllidean cestode and 7 adult nematodes. Worms were removed from the gastrointestinal tract of the captured host by the scientists of the BPBM, placed in formalin, and stored in ethyl alcohol. Subsequently, the cestodes were stained with acetocarmine and mounted in Permount for study as whole mounts. Nematodes were cleared and examined in lactic acid. Average measurements of characters are presented with ranges and sample size (n = ) in parentheses. Measurements are in ,tm unless stated otherwise. The phylogenetic hypothesis for 20 of the species belonging to Rhinebothrium (Fig. 5) and discussed above is based on a suite of 27 anatomical characters presented in the figure legend. We have confirmed these characters for 12 of the species by examination of type material or voucher specimens (R. maccallumi, R. devaneyi, R. flexile, R. hawaiiensis, R. lintoni, R. urobatidium, R. paratrygoni, R. margaritense, R. ditesticulum, R. tetralobatum, R. biorchidum, and R. spinicephalum. Note: There are more species of Rhinebothrium.) We have not included a character for the true hinged condition because we are unsure, based on original descriptions, which species really have this characteristic. Figure 5 is the cladogram summarizing the putative phylogenetic relationships discussed above. It is evident that although every described species of Rhinebothrium is reported to have a unique number of testes per proglottid and loculi per bothridia, these characters have been extremely plastic in the course of evolution and are of limited use, by themselves, in phylogenetic analysis. However, we would note that the members of Rhinebothrium having constricted bothridia, plus R. lintoni and R. setiensis which do not, comprise 13 of the 15 known species exhibiting 40 or more loculi per bothridium. In addition, the group of"constricted" species having long bothridial pedicels comprises 10 of the 15 known species with fewer than 15 testes per proglottid. Figure 6 shows the biogeographic pattern for Rhinebothrium species having bothridial constrictions. This is clearly a Pacific group, with only 3 Atlantic endemics, 2 of which occur in the Caribbean Sea. The species occurring in potamotrygonids (R. paratrygoni) is most closely related to circum-Pacific species, whereas R. hawaiiensis and R. devaneyi, the 2 trans-Pacific species, are most closely related to Indo-Malayan species. Thus, the biogeographic affinities of the 20 species of Rhinebothrium discussed herein support one of the predictions made by Brooks et al. (1981b). We stated above that the robustness of phylogenetic trees is increased by increasing the number of characters used. Biogeographic analyses are made more robust by demonstrating that more than one group of organisms show the same historical pattern of geographical distribution. We will now consider some of the members of the nematode genus Echinocephalus, one of which inhabits U. asperrimus from Enewetak.
Echinocephalus overstreeti Deardorff and Ko, 1983
Deardorffand Ko (1983) described the gnathostome nematode Echinocephalus overstreeti in Taeniura 
